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In this article, we will consider various types of incomplete constructions in 
English language. The Linguistic Encyclopedic Dictionary edited by V.N.Yartseva 
defines an ellipsis as "a gap in speech and text of an implied linguistic unit, structural" 
incompleteness "syntactic construction” [1]. It is stated that, incomplete sentences are 
inherent colloquial speech, are widespread in works of art, which dictates them 
complex analysis taking into account both linguistic and extralinguistic factors. Due to 
the strong tradition of classifying the types of elliptical structures according to the 
syntactic function of the omitted component (unsubstituted syntactic position). In this 
study, we will use this terminology as a description metalanguage [2]. In studies of 
representatives of Western linguistic trends, elliptical sentences refer to those 
structures in which there is no subject or predicate, or both and it is impossible to 
restore them out of context. 
Incomplete proposals do not constitute a closed list of constructs. In language 
there are "zero linguistic signs" (grammatical zero signs), not materially presented in 
the structure of sentences: constructions of the absolute possessive case, the design will 
be quiet, or the so-called independent turnover. However, incompleteness like 
contextual, functional and compositional-syntactic phenomenon, cannot be described 
in the form of an organic corpus of syntactic constructions, although such attempts 
were made in over the long history of the grammar of the language. For the English 
language, the following types of incomplete statements are presented [2]: 
1. Incomplete statements with a non-verbalized subjective component of the 
structure offers. 
2. Incomplete utterances with a non-verbalized auxiliary component of the 
nominal predicate - predicate (verb to be). 
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3. Incomplete statements with non-verbalized full-valued component of the 
compound verbal predicate (predicate). It would be more correct to designate this 
group of incomplete statements as incomplete statements in which the predicate is 
verbalized only modally auxiliary component of the predicate. 
4. Incomplete statements with an unsubstituted object position under the 
predicate. 
5. Incomplete statements with unsubstituted position of the designated component 
phrases. 
6. Incomplete statements, constructed according to the model of identity 
sentences, in which only the predicate component of the structure is verbalized, while 
the subjective component of the structure. They are similar to connecting and parcel 
structures. 
7. Very close to the above-mentioned type of incomplete statements, the method 
of formation a new meaning a group of incomplete statements with syntactically 
undefined out of context the structural composition of non-verbalized 
components. This group of incomplete statements characteristic of lively 
conversational speech, mainly dialogical, therefore traditionally such statements are 
defined as spoken situational incomplete statements. 
8. Incomplete statements based on a parallel context within the context with 
syntactic parallelism (more often in the structure of complex sentences), or with 
repetition lexical stable composition (PU). 
9. Replicas of dialogical unity. The most extensive and frequent group of 
incomplete statements is represented by incomplete utterances with a non-verbalized 
subjective component of the sentence structure. For example: 
The clerk was impressed by the clothes and manner of Jimmy. ... While trying to 
figure out Jimmy's manner of tying his four-in-hand he cordially gave information. ... 
Business in all lines was fairly good. 
Hoped Mr. Spencer would decide to locate in Elmore. (A Retrieved Information. 
O.Henry). 
Lady Plymdale: [To Mr. Dumby.] Who is that well-dressed woman talking to 
Windermere? 
Dumby: Haven't got the slightest idea! Looks like an Edition De Luxe of a wicked 
French novel, meant specially for the English market. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar 
Wilde). 
From the above examples, you can immediately notice that the subject of these 
statements. There are both the subject-speaker and the second, and the third person, 
concretized from the preceding context or the subsequent context. Since the structure 
of the English sentence systematically requires the presence of subject, then incomplete 
utterances with non-verbalized subject "I" characterized as careless forms of speech 
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expression. For example: Cecil Graham: Been dining with my people. (Lady 
Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde).  
Widely presented in the context of incomplete statements with an unsubstituted 
position the impersonal subject "It". For example: Duchess of Berwick: Will you go out 
on the terrace and look at the sunset? 
Lady Agatha: Yes, mamma. [Exit through window, L.] 
Duchess of Berwick: Sweet girl! So devoted to sunsets! Shows such refinement of 
feeling, does it not? After all, there is nothing like Nature, is there? (Lady 
Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde). 
Among the incomplete statements of the named type (with non-verbalized 
subjective component), there is also a category of incomplete statements correlated 
with evaluative predicate sentences. In such incomplete statements, unsubstituted in 
the lexico- syntactic structure is at the same time the position of the subject and 
auxiliary predicate verb. Let's compare: 
Mabel Chiltern. What sort of a woman is she? 
Lord Goring. Oh! A genius in the daytime and a beauty at night! (An Ideal 
Husband. Oscar Wilde) 
Lord Illingworth: The history of women is the history of the worst form of tyranny 
the world has ever known. The tyranny of the weak over the strong. It is the only 
tyranny that lasts. (A Woman of No Importance. Oscar Wilde). 
The second and third groups of incomplete statements (functional types of 
incompleteness), presented in contexts are related to the analytical way of expressing 
grammatical meanings of the predicate: with the help of an auxiliary verb and the main 
semantic verb – in the form of the so-called traditionally "compound verbal 
predicate." The second group is incomplete sentences in which the verb (to be) is not 
syntactically verbalized in its contextual forms. For example: 
His cunning was wolf cunning, and wild cunning; his intelligence, shepherd 
intelligence and St. Bernard intelligence; and all this, plus an experience gained in the 
fiercest of schools, made him as formidable a creature as any that roamed the 
wild. (The Call of the Wild. Jack London) 
Its crockery and atmosphere were thick; its soup and napery thin. (The Cop and 
the Anther. O.Henry). 
This type of incomplete utterances is characterized by the fact that if the 
grammatical meaning the number and person of the verb "to be" is predetermined 
inside by syntactic, morphological properties of the subject, then the grammatical 
meaning of time is syntagmatically set previous context. 
The third functional group of incomplete statements is intended in context 
actualize the modal aspect of the content of the statement. Let's compare: 
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"The picture belongs to my mother. She puts it under her pillow of nights. And 
once I saw her kiss it. I wouldn't. But women are that way. " (Christmas By Injunction. 
O. Henry). 
Lord Windermere: We were never separated . 
Lady Windermere: We never must be again. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar 
Wilde). The structure of such incomplete statements is such that in it the predicate is 
syntactically represented by an auxiliary verb and not verbalized a component that 
carries an informative lexical content. For example: Lord Augustus: My dear boy, when 
I was your age- Cecil Graham: But you never were, Tuppy, and you never will 
be. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde). 
The informative component of the predicate as a pivot is presented in the context 
and performs a "replenishing" function. Let's compare: 
Mrs. Erlynne: Yes, it is my will. And never forget your child - I like to think of you 
as a mother. I like you to think of yourself as one. 
Lady Windermere: [Looking up.] I always will now. Only once in my life I have 
forgotten my own mother - that was last night. Oh, if I had remembered her I should 
not have been so foolish, so wicked. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde) 
She knew she wouldn't conceive again. How could she with a husband who lay 
beside her as cold and stiff as a statue ... (The Darkness of the Morning. G. Parker). 
The fourth and fifth groups of incomplete statements include constructions with 
unsubstituted syntactic position at the level of a phrase that is included in the structure 
of the sentence, taking in it the position of one or another member of the 
proposal. Unsubstituted syntactic chains are due to the valency of syntaxemes (word 
forms). So, for example, in English the type of incompleteness with unrealized object 
links (the fourth group of incomplete statements) and with unrealized attributive 
connections (the fifth group of incomplete statements). Below is an example of an 
unsubstituted syntactic position of an object (for transitive verb), direct object: And 
then the cub saw his mother, the she-wolf, the fearless one, crouching down till her 
belly touched the ground, whimpering, wagging her tail, making peace signs. The cub 
could not understand. He was appalled. (White Fang. Jack London). 
The next type of incompleteness is made up of such statements in which only 
predicate component expressing the semantics of identification, or evaluative 
qualification semantics. The subject of identification and evaluation is not verbalized, 
but lexically presented in a pivotal context. For example: 
Cecil Graham: What's a cynic? Lord Darlington: A cynic is a man who knows the 
price of everything and the value of nothing. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde). 
Also compare: Mabel Chiltern. What sort of a woman is she? Lord Goring. Oh! A 
genius in the daytime and a beauty at night! (An Ideal Husband. Oscar Wilde) 
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In speech, statements are most often used that are so "welded" complementary 
with the context, that they are not correlative outside the conditions of functioning with 
any specific typical model of the proposal. This is due to the fact that in such 
statements, only a minor member of the sentence is verbalized, as a rule the situation 
(adverbial term of the sentence). For example: 
"Will you dine here, sir, or out?" he asked. "Here," said Chalmers, "and in half 
an 'hour." (A Madison Square Arabian Night. O.Henry). 
One of the essential factors of elliptization is the syntactic parallelism in 
context. The Russian linguist N.N. Leontyeva associates this factor with the concept of 
"symmetric offer". She writes: "The most favorable for ellipsis structure turns out to 
be symmetric sentences with fully or partially matching syntactic linkage scheme or 
one or more matching words ... Members of a compound sentence, question-answer, 
and also two independent proposals ”[3, p. 41-42]. Incomplete utterances form a 
special functional group. For example: 
The house was ancient and very uncomfortable. But he did not want to alter it. Ah, 
marvelous to sit there in the wide, black, time-old chimney, at night when the wind 
roared overhead, and the wood which he had chopped himself sputtered on the 
hearth! Himself on one side the angle, and Winifred on the other. (England, My 
England. DH Lawrence) Let's also compare: 
They like to find us quite irretrievably bad, and to leave us quite unattractively 
good. (Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar Wilde). 
The functional specificity of incomplete statements of this type is that they 
organize the context of opposition, antithesis. For example: Lord Illingworth: Men 
marry because they are tired ; women because they are curious. Both are 
disappointed. (A Woman of No Importance. Oscar Wilde). 
The context can also be of a comparative nature: In the meantime, the 
fire remained unbuilt, the camp half pitched, and the dogs unfed. (The Call of the 
Wild. Jack London). 
As noted by A.M.Peshkovsky, “the accuracy and ease of understanding grows as 
the verbal composition of the phrase and the increase in its wordless subsoil ”[4, 
p. 74]. Links "omitted" in speech, retain communicative significance due to the fact 
that they are correlated with one or another plan of the speech situation. Therefore, in 
our opinion, it would be wrong to separate a group of incomplete statements, a state of 
one-word replicas of dialogical unity. How as a rule, these are interrogative remarks 
that enter "on the surface" of the communicative situations, being a verbal signal of the 
communicative development of a dialogue. For example: 
“While I was shuffling after the first hand, I ask Ogden, as if the idea was a kind 
of casualty where he was from. “Oh,” says he, from the Mississippi Valley. (The 
Hiding of Black Bill. O.Henry).  
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Thus, as a result of the analysis of incomplete constructions, we came to conclude 
that the very concept of "incomplete elliptic sentences" is essentially multifaceted, has 
a different content, and, accordingly, an unequal amount of this content. 
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